
 

 
 

FEBRRUARY 2019 FIELD TRIP ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

Keith Kridler Daffodil Farm 
Mt. Pleasant, TX 

 
February 23, 2019 

 
 
DESTINATION: The Kridler’s Home/Daffodil Farm is in Mt. Pleasant -  

2 ½ acres of “front yard” to roam PLUS his total 20 acres planted with 
TWO MILLION daffodils!  (Note:  This is on private property). 

 
DATE:   February 23, 2019 
 

IMPORTANT:   Based upon Mother Nature’s timing and her bloom 
schedule, this date may change to February 16, 2019.  Some of the 
heirloom and the more colorful varieties (pinks and brighter 
colors) tend to bloom early.   Weather will also be a factor in a 
possible date change. 

 
As Field Trip Coordinator, I am to contact our host the first week of 
February to determine if a date change is necessary. 

 
TIME:    Arrive 8:00-8:30 a.m. (Yes – it’s early for a 2-hour drive!) 
 
DISTANCE: Mt. Pleasant is 2 hours from the Heard Natural Science Museum and 

Wildlife Sanctuary in McKinney.  Please check www.googlemaps.com  to 
determine your travel time.  This event is a day trip. 

 
TICKETS: None Needed – there is no charge. 
 
WHAT CAN WE DO: 

We can wander the planted areas and Keith has given permission for us 
to pick daffodils for staging our images.  We may also bring “yard art” of 
our own (taking it home when we leave), baskets/ribbons or small 
backdrops…your choice.  Keep in mind that we need to have equipment 
for picking daffodils (scissors/sharp knife) but not just yank them out of 
the ground.   Caution should be taken to not trample the plantings or 
otherwise damage the area.  We are free to take the picked daffodils 
home at no charge 
 

http://www.googlemaps.com/


How to harvest a daffodil blossom: 
1. Use floral scissors or a very sharp knife. 

2. Gently push the leaves around the base of the flower stem out of the 
way. 

 
3. Cut the stem as long or as short as you like being careful not to 

unearth the bulb. 

 
How to care for daffodils once you are at home: 
Using a sharp knife or floral shears, cut stems underwater at a 45-degree 
angle so they don't sit flat on the bottom of the vase, for better water 
absorption. You can leave the protective husks on or gently remove 
them.  Daffodils will last longer in shallow water.  Keith suggests bringing 
a vase to contain your daffodils en route to your home.  He says they 
should last 6-7 days. 

 
CARPOOLING: It would be helpful to carpool to this location.  Although there is parking 

on the street in front of their home, Mr. Kridler‘s  construction company 
is adjacent to his home and has a parking lot large enough for 18-
wheelers to turn around.  However, we need to be aware there may be 
limited access on the day we are there.  Carpooling information will be 
issued closer to the departure date.  Please be prepared for an 
approximate 2-hour drive to this location. 

 
SUGGESTED PHOTOGRAPHIC EQUIPMENT: 

Tripod plus macro lens; perhaps a small reflector dish, small flash, 
telephoto zoom – the type of gear you would take to the Arboretum. 

 
WHAT TO WEAR: We will be in pasture land for this shoot.  Rubber boots or footwear that 

can get muddy and jeans are both highly recommended! 
 
VARIETITES OF DAFFODILS AT THE FARM: 

www.daffseek.org 
/Acknowledgements 
/Photographers 
/Photo Queries 

http://www.daffseek.org/


/Photographers 
Search:  Keith Kridler 
 
There are over 1,000 different varieties/species of bulbs on their farm. 

 
ABOUT OUR HOST – KEITH KRIDLER  

Keith Kridler is a noted horticulturist, author, conservationist and bulb 
expert. He holds floriculture and horticulture degrees from Texas A&M 
University and has served as an instructor at Louisiana State and Stephen 
F. Austin State universities. He is a graduate of the Benz School of Floral 
Design, member of the Garden Writers Association of America, lifetime 
member of the Native Plant Society of Texas and of the Southern Garden 
History Society. He is considered an expert on historic daffodils, which 
are any daffodils that were registered before 1940.  He is president of the 
Texas Daffodil Society. 

 
On the Flip Side! 
In addition to his interest in daffodils, Keith is a life-long bird lover and 
bluebird enthusiast extraordinaire!  Since 1979, Keith and his wife, Sandy, 
have fledged upwards of 1,200 bluebirds a year from trails around Mt. 
Pleasant and have donated thousands of nesting boxes to youth groups 
and landowners. His bluebird trail is the oldest and most productive in 
Texas and may well have fledged more birds than any other single trail in 
North America. 
Keith is a Charter Member of the North American Bluebird Society (NABS) 
formed in 1978 and is co-founder of the Texas Bluebird Society.  Keith is 
co-author for Cornell University’s “The Bluebird Monitor’s Guide”.   He is 
also the author of The Bluebird Monitor's Guide to Bluebirds and Other 
Small Cavity Nesters. 
 
 

If you are not going to be attending the January and/or February meetings and would like to 
attend this field trip, please let me know via email providing your name, email address and cell 
phone number! 
 
Questions?  Call me please! 
 
 
Jackie Ranney 
Field Trip Coordinator 
214/478-2107 

https://www.thriftbooks.com/w/the-bluebird-monitors-guide-to-bluebirds-and-other-small-cavity-nesters_jack-griggs_cynthia-berger/374478/#isbn=0062737430
https://www.thriftbooks.com/w/the-bluebird-monitors-guide-to-bluebirds-and-other-small-cavity-nesters_jack-griggs_cynthia-berger/374478/#isbn=0062737430

